War in the Desert
Dhaidan with only seven of his men sat in Fahd's
tent, with the 'Ajman camped at some little distance all
around them. He was drinking coffee and thought him-
self safe.
" When 'Abd al Aziz (Ibn Saud) was a boy," he said:
" I taught him to catch rats and lizards in the sand. But
I am not to be trapped in the same way." Whereupon
in the midst of his own people, and in the guest tent,
Fahd seized and shackled him.
Dhaidan said: " If I am not back at sunset in my tent,
my people will know that I am killed. I told them so.
You are only seven hundred. Not one of you will be
left alive."
But Fahd would hear no arguments.
The *Ajman waited for their chief till sunset, sitting in
his tent. When he did not appear, they chose Hizam
el-Hathlain to lead them. They decided to use sword,
and knives only, so as to make no noise. They crept up,
and rushed the 700 in their midst, and reached Fahd's tent
just as their chieftain's throat was cut: they were only in
time to rescue one of the seven with him, who kter told
the story. Fahd was shot in the face by a boy of thirteen
who had crept out with a borrowed gun among the older
warriors. Of the 700, none escaped. And in the tent
afterwards they found a number of manacles ready for